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PRESS NOTE

New Delhi, 2™ November, 2006 — The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, today
reiterated the Union Government’s commitment to upgrade the status of the National
Commission for Minorities to a Constitutional body, empowering the Commission with
the powers of investigation and expanding its financial and manpower base. The Bill to
raise the Commission status to a Constitutional body is expected to be passed in the next
Parliament Session.

Delivering the inaugural address at the 5™ Annual Conference of State Minorities
Commissions organized by the National Commission for Minorities, the Prime Minister
stated that cent per cent homogeneity in the country has never existed nor will exist in
future. He also emphasized the need for educational upliftment of the minorities,
particularly of the Muslim community. For this purpose, he felt there should be schemes
for setting up of new higher secondary schools for girls in Muslim Concentration
Districts.

Sh. A.R. Antulay, Minister of Minority Affairs, Sh. Shivraj V. Patil, Home
Minister and Sh. Arjun Singh, the HRD Minister also addressed the Conference. Sh.
AR. Antulay stated that the creation of the Ministry of Minority Affairs is a
demonstration of Union Government’s commitment to safeguard the minority rights. The
law & order problems of the minorities, the security of their lives and liberty of
movement, their access to trade and commerce and education should be the priority areas
for the country’s planning process.

Sh. Shivraj V. Patil spoke of the communal violence bill and its special features
like quick investigation, speedy justice and payment of compensation to victims of
communal riots.

Sh. Arjun Singh stated that the present generation of Indians are mandated to
ensure that the republic visualized by the founding fathers should ensure that every
citizen enjoys their rights and freedom in equal measure. However, he expressed concern
that this has not realized for the minorities.

Justice. A M. Ahmadi was the lead speaker in the first working session on
‘Constitutional Safeguards for the Minorities’. Justice Ahmadi referred to the liberal
provisions regarding the minority rights in Articles 25, 26, 29 and 30 of the Constitution
of India. He stated that the ideal of a civil State employees the guarantee to protect and
respect the minority rights.


















