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......................... Press Note

NEW DELHI, October 23, 2006 : A team of the National Commission for Minorities,
consisting of Vice-Chairperson Michel Pinto, Members Dileep Padagaonkar and Zoya
Hasan, and Joint Secretary A. Banerji visited Gujarat from October13 to 17, 2006. The
purpose of the visit was to investigate a complaint from an Ahmadabad-based NGO about the
condition of 5307 families displaced in the riots of 2002 and living in makeshift camps built
for them by community organisations and NGOs.

The Team members visited 17 of the 46 camps in which these families are living. They met
the inmates, and had discussions with representatives of civil society, NGOs and senior
government officials. They also called on the Gujarat Chief Minister.

During their tour of the camps, members observed that the inmates were denied the most
rudimentary civic amenities. The camps do not have potable water, sanitary facilities,
streetlights, schools, primary health centres and approach roads.

It was noted that an overwhelming number of families in these camps do not have ration
cards. The few who do have them are in the above-poverty-line (APL) category and their
request for below-poverty-line (BPL) ration cards has been repeatedly turned down. As a
result, they are unable to obtain food grains, cereals, and kerosene at subsidized rates. This
has accentuated their hardship because as a result of their displacement, most of the residents
lost their means of livelihood and now subsist on daily wages.

The NCM team noted that the State Government has provided no amenities or facilities in the
camps nor has it made any attempt to facilitate the return of these families, in a safe
environment, to their original homes. '

In their discussions with State government officials, and in their meeting with the Chief
Minister of Gujarat, the team was informed of the State government's view that the inmates
were living in the camps voluntarily. In view of the overwhelming evidence to the contrary,
the Commission finds this viewpoint untenable and evasive of a government's basic
responsibility. The Commission cannot avoid the feeling that the State government is not
fulfilling its constitutional responsibility and that even four and a half years after the riots, it
has not been able to create an atmosphere in which those displaced by the riots can return to
their homes.

The National Commission for Minorities is submitting a detailed report on its observations -
and recommendations, relating to the situation in these camps, to the Government of India.

(A. Banerj
Joint Secretary to Govt of Indj
Tele : 24693639
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PRESS NOTE

NEW DELHI / SEP. 20 - The National Commission for Minorities has received
representations from Buddhist organizations concerning the decision reportedly
taken on September 19 by the Gujarat Assembly to amend the Gujarat Freedom

of Religion Act. The decision clubs, for certain purposes, Jains and Buddhists
with Hindus.

The Commission would not, at this stage, comment on the objects and
reasons of the reported amendment. It would however draw attention to clause 2
(c) of the National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992, that empowers the
Central Government to notify a minority for purposes of the Act. Pursuant o it the
Government of India, in the Ministry of Welfare, notified on October 23, 1993
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Zoroastrians (Parsis) as “minority
communities” for the purposes of the Act.

In view of this, the National Commission for Minorities is of the view that
the reported decision of the Gujarat Assembly is in contravention of the said
Notification and, by implication, of the Act.

The decision of the Gujarat Assembly is a matter of great concern to the
Buddhist citizens of India. Buddhism is one of the great religions of the world
and has its adherence in many lands. Any move to impinge upon the distinct

identity of Buddhism and its adherents would therefore have ramifications that
are best avoided.

Taking these considerations into account, the Commission would urge the
Government of Gujarat to re-examine the matter as it affects the rights of a
religious minority. It would also request the Government of India to consider the
implications of the Gujarat Assembly’s decision for the NCM Act, 1992 and for
the 1993 Notification.

Phone : 24693639
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PRESS NOTE

NEW DELHI / 9 AUG 2006 - The NCM has seen reports in the media
alleging that members of a particular community are being harassed in
connection with the investigations being conducted into the train blasts in
Mumbai on July 11. These reports have caused consternation and alarm.

While every effort must be made to identify and punish those
responsible for the July 11 carnage, the Commission views with serious
concern the targeting of a particular community in the investigative process
and the impression being created that a whole group is stigmatized, and 1s

required to prove its innocence.

2

i A India is a plural, secular and democratic society, based on the rule of
law and due process of law. The concept of presumption of guilt, and of
group-guilt, is alien to it and must not be allowed, even by default, to enter

official functioning and public discourse.

erefore urges the authorities concerned to correct

expeditiously impressions that might have been: created erroneously, and
ensure that no innocent persons are harassed. It appeals to all citizens and
the civil society as a whole to spare no effort to reinforce the secular fabric

of our society and to safeguard the human rights of all citizens.

4.~ The Commission th

(A. Banerji |

Joint Secretary to the Govt. of Ind
Phone : 24693639
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PRESS NOTE

NEW DELHI / 27 JUL : The National Commission for Minorities has received
communications and representations from members of the public, and community
organizations, expressing concern over reported efforts to abridge the Right to Freedom

of Religion as expressed in Article 25 (1) of the Constitution of India under which “all
persons are equally entitled to freedom o L

f conscience and the right freely to profess,
practice and propagate religion”.

2 The representations received by the Commission specifically draw attention to

existing and recent pieces of legislation, imposing restrictions on religious conversions,
in some States of the Indian Union. They express the view that while coercion is
inadmissible in matters of faith, restrictions based on vague or unsubstantiated allegations
of “inducement” and “allurement” have resulted in interference with the practice of

religion and in hampering legitimate activity of propagation.

3. The rep}esemations assert that such practices violate the guarantee given in
vene India’s commitments under the Universal Declaration of

Article 25; they also contra
Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. They urge
h laws and urge all religious and political

the State Governments concerned to repeal suc
leaders to work together to find ways of “addressing disputes through dialogue and

through non-violent, non-legislative and non-discriminatory ways”.

for Minorities is of the view that the right to profess.
25 of the Constitution, is an

edifice. It urges the State
his basic provision and resolve

4. The National Commission
practice and propagate religion, guaranteed by Article
essential ingredient of our country’s multi-religious
governments concerned to do nothing to water down t
misgivings and misunderstandings through dialogue.

Joint Secretary to the Govt. of. ndia




National Commission for Minorities
Government of India

5th Floor, Lok Nayak Bhavan,
Khan Market, New Delhi - 110 0Q3
Tel. : 24694816
Fax. : 24693302
e-mail : secretaryncm@ncm.delhl.nic.in

JIEEPA JAIN SINGH, 1As.
{Secretary

PRESS RELEASE

NEW DELHI / JUNE 19 - The NCM has seen reports in the press
alleging that its - work of monitoring the implementation of
constitutional safeguards for religious minorities has tended to focus

only on certain States.
The allegation is factually incorrect.

The. NCM is a statutory body that, in the discharge of its
functions under the Act of 1992, takes cognizance of developments
affecting the notified religious minorities and of complaints and
grievances emanating from them. This work pertains to all parts of

the country within the purview of the 1992 Act.

Commission functions ‘within its
tional and legal

are honoured int/

Like other statutory bodies, the
mandate and attempts to ensure that the constitu
safeguards for the minorities, which are mandatory,

their totality.

National Commission for Minorities
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NEW DELHI / MAY 31 - The National Commission for Minorities has
taken suo-moto cognizance of reports published in the Indian
Express newspaper of May 29 and 30, 2006 stating that Muslims of
Panchmahals, Banaskantha and Sebarkantha districts of Gujarat
have been kept out of the purview of the National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act, and thus denied benefits that they are entitled to.
The reports suggest that these Muslim communities “have been kept
out of the scheme through a strategy mixing disinformation with no

information and prejudice”.

The Indian Express reports make disquieting reading. The
Gommission has therefore sought a full report from the Gowt. of

Guijarat on this question.

nstigh) )
Secretary
ission for Minorities

National Com
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PRESS RELEASE

TRUTH ABOUT THE NEWS ITEM CAPTIONED
“NCERT TEXTS IRK MINORITY PANEL” PUBLISHED IN
THE HINDUSTAN TIMES, DELHI EDITION ON 20™ MAY 2006

NEW DELHI / MAY 20 - Today a news item captioned “NCERT texts irk Minority
panel” appeared in the 7f" page of the Hindustan Times, Delhi Edition, mentioning,
inter alia that within days of release of the NCERT textbooks in the first week of

April, the NCM raised objections.
ot correct. In July, 2005, the NCM received

ortions of 8 NCERT textbooks on
he NCM received objections from a

The above information is n
objections from Sikh scholars against some p

History and Social Science. In the same month, t
section of Jain community against some portions of a NCERT textbook on Ancient

Indian History. The objections were forwarded to NCERT on 19.8.2005
difications and thereafter discussed with them in two
meetings. The NCM was informed in February 2006 that 3 textbooks objected to by
Sikh scholars were withdrawn from academic session 2005-2006 and 1 from
academic session 2006-07. As regards remaining 4 textbooks objected to by Sikh .
scholars, the modifications recommended by NCM were carried out. As regards the
textbook objected to by a section of Jain community, NCERT issued a circular on

11.12.2005 to CBSE and others carrying out necessary modifications.

ed in the Hindustan

{he information in the news item publish
of release of the

he NCM raised objections within days
pril is not correct.

Therefore,
Times on 20.5.2006 that t
NCERT textbooks in the first week of A

( A. Banef}

Joint Secretary to the Govt. of Indi
Tel. N0.2469§639









