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Introduction I

Chapter - 1

INTRODUCTION

The Parsi community, one of the minority Socio-Religious Communities (SRC) in India,
though small in number has an enduring presence in the country. India is home to the
largest number of Parsis residing in any country in the world. There are 69,601 Parsis in
the country as per the latest Census (2001), which forms less than 0.1 per cent of the
country's population. There is a geographically skewed distribution of the Parsis in India.
More than 95 per cent of Parsi population resides in two major Indian states, viz.
Maharashtra and Gujarat. The community resides mainly in urban areas and hardly S per
cent of them are thral-dwellers. Almost 67 per cent of all Parsis are living in only one city,
i.e. Greater Mumbai. The enumeration of Parsis is under their religious affiliation, which is
Zoroastrian. The Zoroastrians also include the Iranis who are ethnically different, having
migrated from Iran in the last 200 years. They are smaller in number than the Parsis.
However, they are eligible for most of the services provided by the community and have
access to their religious places, otherwise not open to other religious groups (see Tables Al.l
to A1.7 in the Appendix for basic data). ' '

- The community, otherwise known to be an affluent minority group, is confronted with
. serious challenges on the demographic front. It has drawn the attention of the academia,
policymakers, and the community alike. Some issues pertaining to its demographic
transition are contrary to the general pattern of changes observed in the country. Firstly,
the population of the community is declining in absolute terms and secondly, it has an
inordinate share of graying population in a relatively young country (see Banthia, 2003;
Desai, 2004; Unisa et al., 2008). .

The population of the community has started plummeting since 1941, when it reached
its peak (see Table Al.l in the Appendix). The community has lost more than 40 per cent of
its population since 1941. Only once, i.e. in 1991, during the last six decades, an increase
in population size was observed. However, a recent study indicates that this increase might
have been due to the misdassification of the community (Unisa et a I, 2008). By making
necessary adjustments, the study found that in the last two decades, i.e. 1981-91-and
1991-2001, the population of Parsis has declined by 10 per cent in each decade. The study
predicts that, if this decline continues unabated i.e. the fertility rate does not improve, the
community would lose out on half of its existing population by 2051. It also indicates that a
" moderate improvement in the fertility levels may not be of great help as the community may
still lose out on 30 per cent of its population by 2051.

The age profile of the population has also undergone a significant change since early

20t century. In the last"four decades, i.e. 1961 to 2001, the relative share of the population- .

in the age group 65 and above has doubled. It is important to note here that the percentage
share of elderly in Parsi community exceeds that of many developed countries like Sweden,
Spain and Japan (Unisa et al.,, 2008). The fact that the proportion of child population
(12.3%) is very small compounds the problem further. Thus, as per the latest Census
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(2001), one in every eight Parsis was a child under 15 years, whereas two in that cohort ; f poverty anc

were 65 years and above, which is a matter of serious concern. PP ;
source of infor

The issue of demographic decline has yielced several explanations, which need an d rhetoric. ”
investigation (see Axelrod, 1990; Unisa et al, 2008, Desali, '2003). The demographics 2
changes, apart from other developments, have significant implications for the socio- ;thelr. .som_o,-ec
economic profile of the community at large. Some of them are already visible in their low ‘Partlcipauono
work participation rates and high dependency ratios vis-a-vis other communities. However, ;‘emales—ZQ 8%
a holistic understanding of the socio-economic and educational status of the community ;emalcs—25.6°/
‘has not been feasible due to non-availability of any basic information. The national level the Muslims
enumeration exercises conducted by Census of India do not report the details on Parsis cited to explai
separately and club it with other small minority groups, which are reported under the head ;laopulation in
'other religious categories'. Hence, information on Parsis is not accessible in the public jplue-collar jo
domain. Various organisations conducting sample surveys for specific purposes like the growing ¢
National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) and National Family Health Survey (NFHS) ot almost b
are not always representative of the religious groups. The coverage of Parsis remains L(Desai, 2004
inadequate in such sample surveys and does not permit any generalisation. _ ;populatio a1
In this context, a comprehensive study of the socio-economic and educational status of '= that there is
the community is urgently required. The present study is envisaged as a preliminary study : :
prior to the commencement of a national level comprehensive study on the community. - The mey
Apart from bringing out a national level profile of the community on the basis of secondary ‘are MStS :
information, there is a need for conducting a limited purpose household survey in two states, izoroastnan

viz. Maharashtra and Gujarat. Not much'is known about the aspects of poverty prevailing |
“formal instit
-was evolved
_poor Parsis
‘request to t

among the Parsis. Anecdotal evidence and the opinions of the community leaders indicate
that a sizeable population is living on financial and other aid, and remains invisible due to
the community support mechanisms that address their issues. Earlier studies have not
been able to highlight the contours of poverty among the Parsis. Hence, a household level
study of people relying on some type of aid from Parsi Public Trusts and other organisations
is needed to assess the nature of poverty in the community and the socio-economic
background of such sections of Parsis. '

1.1 POVERTY RELIEF :

ORGANISATIONS

Parsis are generally known as an affluent community. They had a modest beginning

when they first arrived in Gujarat in India. They were involved primarily in agriculture, and | ; o o400

in some weaving and trading (Luhrman, 1994). The community shifted to Mumbai with the
arrival of the Portuguese and the English, for whom they served as financiers and

mediators (Karaka, 1884). It is said that the rise in economic status of the Parsis is |

synonymous with the rise of Mumbai city. Parsis are well known in the city for their
substantial economic, educational and cultural contributions to its growth. Parsis, known
for their enterprising skills, have made appreciable contribution to the field of industry,
commerce, trade, education, health and liberal arts. Parsis dominated the field of trade and
commerce in the eighteenth century (Karaka, 1884). The nineteenth century history of
Parsis reveals their significant contribution as pioneers of modern Indian industry. The
middle-class and well-educated community is often involved in the professions like law,
medicine and banking. '

Despite the common perception, there are some indications that certain sections of the
community have been economically disadvantaged. However, an assessment of the extent
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of poverty and employment situation has not been feasible in the absence of any reliable
£ sisad source of information and the debate related to such issues only revolve around perception
~ and rhetoric. There are reasons to believe that Parsis are a heterogeneous group in terms of
graphic : Xapa 3
. socio- LDeir socio-economic situation. The macro level data for 2001 reveal that the work
1eir low participation rate (WPR) of Parsis in the country (all persons- 35.2%; males- 48.2%;
owever. females-22.8%) is lower than the all India average (all persons- 39.3%; males- 51.9%;
lmunit3; females-25.6%) and also is lower than the WPR of all other religious minorities barring only
1al level the Muslims (Census of India, 2001 as cited in Desai, 2004). Several reasons have been
1 Parsis cited to explain the phenomena, which include inter alia, longer period of education, smaller
he head population in the working age group due to the demographic dynamics, aversion towards
» public plue-collar jobs, and lack of preparedness for the new economiic realities. A related aspect,
ses like the growing dependency ratio, also is highly discomforting. The census data for 2001 reveal
(NFP_IS) ‘that almost half of the community belongs to the age cohort '19 or below and 60 and above'
emans negai, 2004). Thus, there could be one-to-one ratio of dependents to the working
population. There may be a fraction of the community that is vulnerable due to the fact
tatus of that there is no working member in the family and there is no regular source of income.

stud;
gunityz ; The major reason for low .visibility of marginal income levels and poverty is that there
condary are Trusts and other organisations which support poor sections of the community.

9 states, Zoroastrian benevolence has a long history. Bombay Parsi Panchayet (BPP) remains the
evailing ‘largest and financially most influential institution for the Parsi community (see Box 1). The
indicate . formal institutional mechanism regarding financial and other support for the community
s due to was evolved in 1826 when the then Trustees of the BPP started a maintenance fund for
ave not . poor Parsis (Bulsara, 1936). Sir Jamshedji Jijibhoy, one of the trustees of BPP, made a
ld level | request to the Government to let them start an institution with wider scope for such
1sations | jntervention. The request came at a time when many Parsi workers were retrenched from
:onomu_::\_thc textile industry, which was facing severe competition from both domestic as well as
OTHER foreign players, and were in difficult condition (Cabinetmaker, 1948). Over the years other
‘ Punchayets/ Anjumans and many Parsi Public Trusts have come into existence and
_ . ! participate in supporting the poor and the needy in the ‘community. In 2009, there were
5:':;‘5 ‘about 1200 Parsi charitable institutions registered in Greater Mumbai. Table 1.1 provides
JV‘iﬂ"l the : information on community-wise institutions registered in two time periods, 1976 and 2009.
58" andl A quick perusal of the Table reveals that compared to its tiny population, the number of
drsie i 5 institutions floated by the Parsi community is quite high. It is one-sixth of the total number
or their
, known . Charitable activities of many Parsi organizations have often gone beyond the community.
1dustry, | These Parsi Trusts and organisations provided help to households in different forms
ade and ' viz,, regular maintenance doles, help for medical aid (regular or emergency), help for
story of ' meeting expenses on education or training, help for observing religious and other
ny. The : ceremonies (navjot, marriage, funeral), provision of housing, and loans for productive
ike law, * purposes (such as business, self-employment avenues) and purchase of land and housing.
. Institutional assistance for poverty relief is extended both in cash and kind. Certain items
::s:;tth: . like grains, clothes, medicines, books are directly distributed by these organizations.
ent | :

f institutions registered by all communities. It is needless to mention here that the:

sy

A
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BOX 1

Bombay Parsi Panchayet and its Activities for Community Amelioration
Bombay Parsi Panchayet (BFP) is the largest Zoraastrian institution in the world. Although,
174 century history of this institution is non-exiant, it is commonly considered to date from the

1670s (Davar, 1949; Desai, 1981). Its original mandate had been to uphold Zoroastrian family and

social values. It is well known for its substantial charitable work, articulation of community's

committee, In the latest élection of BPP in 2008, for the first time in its history, Parsis totaling

26,000 from all over the world canvassed their preferences and the elections continued for six days, |

BPP is involved in multifarious activities. In 2007-08, it spent more than 10 crores on various
charitable activities. A large share (around 45%).of this has gone into providing/ maintaining
subsidized housing facility for the community members. BPP has under its management around
5000 flats in Mumbai. Under its relief of poverty programme, it extends regular maintenance doles

to poor Parsis, provides and maintains old age homes, day care centres, and extends support for |
the third child. It spent 10%-12% of its expenditure in 2007-08 on these activities. It extends |

regular maintenanc_e doles to around 600 Parsis from all over India. BPP spends a considerahle
amount (more than 15%) on religious and related activities like maintenance of Towers of Silence,
help for death ceremonies, help for thread ceremonies and publication of religious books, It
supports the pursuit of education by way of providing educational grants, scholarships and loans
(more than 15%). Help for heqith related eventualities is an important part of the support provided
by BPP. It gives donations to various hospitals, extends financial Support towards medical expenses
of individuals and has also Tecently initiated an ambitious group insurance policy (around 10%).
Being gravely concerned about the population decline of the community, BPP has also initiated

Venture Capital and Zoroastrian Investment Corporation for Joe promotion of entrepreneurship.

BPP functions as an apex institution for charitable activities. There are several Trusts/
Institutions extending help to Parsi poor, However, Parsi charity is ill-organised and chaotic.
Recognising this fact, BPP had set up the Liaison Committee for the Organisation of Parsi Charities in
1946 to supervise the circulation of charity among the Parsi community (Cabinetmaker, 1948). The
main objective of.this Committee is to promote effective disbursement of the funds of Parsi Public

various applicants for charity help is maintained by the Liaison Committee. Iis main sources of
finance are donations by some rich benefactors and nominal fees extended by charitable
institutions for verifying their applications. Over the years this important initiative has lost its
potential. Currently, only about 30 institutions approach Liaison Committee while disbursing

community.
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wioduction k)
dy Report Table 1.1 : Community-wige Charitable Trusts Registered in Gz. Mumbai :
Number of Trust, Consolidated Figures of Azsets & Flnance - 1975 & 2009
: {Rs. in Lalkh)
‘hough, 1976 2009
om the Community Numbey Immovwveble Movable Income  Ezpenditure Kumber
1y and by o dus 2954 2692.5 3756.8 939.1 875.5 4307
;!;:y:; % 54.7 45.2 50.6 49.4 47.2 58.0
Wadia, Muslims 1207 1193.1 815.8 319.2 447.0 1589
1¢ BPP % 22.4 20.0 11.0 16.8 24.1 21.4
jement Paris 1001 1131.2 2385.2 380.8 342.5 1220
sctoral 8, 18.5 19.0 32.1 20.0 18.5 16.4
ember ppristians 238 944.2 467.4 262.6 190.7 315
taling 5 4.4 15.8 6.3 13.8 10.3 4.2
-days. }rotal 5400 5961.0 7425.2 19017 1855.7 7431 -
orisinnt 100.0 100.0 1000 . 100.0 100.0 100.0
aining

z d burce : Directory of Public Trust, Bombay Suburban District, Vol.1, Office of the Charity Commissioner, Greater
o umbai for 1976 Figures and Office of the Charity Commissioner for the 2009 Figures

trian (2 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
bjectives of the study were :

}
sta/ 1. To render a holistic mﬁémwwmus_of 7’
| the Parsi community vis-a-vis other major SRCs. It aimed at exploring the foIlowin'g
25 in : , ; e .

The aspects of the community: the spatial concentration of Parsis in India, demography f
blic and Issues related to Social Development, Educational Status, Economic Profile,
icial * Community Identity and Support System. '

the 2. To assess the nature and extent of the community's reliance on financial and other |
s of aid from Parsi Public 'I‘rust§ / institutions. The specific objectives were to explore

dz?t!: a] The socio-econo Conditions of the population living on Financial -and other i
-iné assistance : ; i
wry b) The level and reasons of their marginalisation

¢) Their access to resources (both government and other)
> to d) Suitable government and community response to address this problem ‘
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organisations are not representative of religious groups and more so of the small rehg;ou‘

3

minority groups. The study analyses only the spatial concentration of Parsis and som——p5
aspects of their demography, in the current Chapter, on the basis of the Census and othé——————
information available in the public domain. The major part of the study, therefore‘ ' Mumba
concentrates prlmanly on the second objective. - Mnmba

Suburh

1.3 METHODOLOGY "‘“‘“t

This study was conducted in two states: Maharashtra and Gujarat using a multi- stag ::::“
sampling procedure. In the first stage, two districts each from the above mentioned twi Thane
states were selected considering total population and the rural population. Table 1.2 an{ Ahama
Figs 1.2 & 1.3 present the population details of 10 districts having the maximun Valsad
concentration of Parsis in India (more than 93%). Considering these statistics, Greate Yadods
Mumbai (Mumbai and Mumbai Suburban) and Thane districts were selected fron Bydeza
Maharashtra, and Surat and Navsari were chosen from Gujarat. However, in Gujarat, g?rg‘%
was difficult to find Parsi families in rural areas and the villages were quite scattered. ] z

Hence, a small fraction of the rural sample was selected from the district Dang, wher
many poor Parsi families live in difficult situation in the tribal settlements.

Subsequently, a sample of various Trusts and other organizations extending support t
the needy were selected. Rationale for bringing them into the ambit of the study has been t
get specific information related to their activities as well as to gain an insight into th
nature and magnitude of the problem of the poor among Parsis. Apart from tha
information on the beneficiary households was obtained from these organisations, whic
facilitated the survey of the households. The Parsi Punchayets/ Ajumans have bee
invariably a part of the sample across all districts. In smaller districts, as the number ¢
trusts and organisations were few, all of them were approached. In a larger city lik
Mumbai, ten leading trusts/ organizations, in terms of their charitable activities, wer
selected. A list of leading institutions was prepared in consultation with the Liaiso
Committee, Panchayet, and community leaders. A standard questionnaire canvassing basi
questions related to their charitable activities and community's reliance on financii
assistance was circulated. In-depth interviews of the trustees/ secretaries of thes
institutions were conducted subsequently. A request was also made to these orgamzatlon
for providing information about poor households who are currently receiving assistanc
from those organizations.

Finally, a purposive sampling technique was used to select the households. The ai
was to identify the poor households among the beneficiaries. Not all kinds of aid or suppo
extended by the Trusts/ Orgamsatlons are necessarily for the poor; hence, the study relie
on two criteria. Recipients of maintenance doles, which are very nominal amount, wel
selected as such support is availed by households in economic distress. Secondly, amor
the other beneficiaries, the assessment of the economic situation of the beneficial
households by the concerned Trusts/ organisations was taken into consideration whi
selecting the sample. The final sample selection was mandated by other issues related -
data availability. Getting the list of beneficiaries from all the Trusts/ Institutions was n
feasible. Only a few of them, other than Parsi Panchyets/ Anjumans, were willing to sha
this information and provide the information within the stipulated time. Again, mas
households receive financial and other assistance from multiple institutions and overlaj
in the list provided by these Institutions were to be sorted out.
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reiglot Table 1.2 : Districtwizse Parsi Population
anc(li SS‘T District Parsi Population % in total
y R Qg Total Rural Urban Male Female
therefore ymbai 352009 0 35209 16839 18370 50.6
Mumbai- 11348 0 11348 5524 5824 16.3
Suburbtan
Pune 4196 21 4175 2114 2082 6.0
. Surat 4117 677 3440 2046 2071 5.9
multi-stag gavasexi 3204 384 2820 1593 1611 4.6
itioned tw Thene 2339 313 2026 1232 1107 3.4
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coted frop Hyderabad 647 0 647 304 | 343 0.9
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Table 1.3 : Sample Framework (No. of Households) house
State District Rural Urban Total the fou
Maharashtra Mumbai 0 118 118 housel
Thane 8 12 20 ~ Emplo
Total 8 130 138(52.5) extent
Gujarat ~ Surat 31 30 61 related
Navsari 9 35 44 of findi

Dang 20 - 0 20 ;

Total 60 65 - 125(47.5) ;

Grand Total 68(25.9) 195(47.1) 263(100) .y
Note : Figures in parentheses represent percentage in total J
The household survey relied upon the information provided by the Parsi Public Trusts/ ! R

extend help to around 500 to 600 families. Panchayets/ Anjumans in smaller districts used: Hindu
to provide regular doles to around 100 or less number of families. These figiires were taken; Muslir
as a benchmark for defining & sample size of around 250 to 300 households for the present; Christ
study. Given this sample size, a proportionate sample across the two states or €ven across. Parsis
the rural and urban segments on the basis of total number of households/ pPopulation/? All Rel

households across these locations, which would enable a meaningful cdmparativc analysis,. Hindu
it was decided to have equal number of households in the sample from both the states. ;f Muslin
Irrespective of the negligible presence of the cbmmunity'in the rural segment, in terms of! Chyigy
number, 25% of the sample households were to be surveyed from rural areas. ' Parsis
The details on the sample size are presented in Table 1.3. In total, 263 households ayn Rel
across Marashtra (52.5%) and Gujarat (47.5%) were surveyed. Adequate representation of
the rural households has been attempted and they constitute 26% of the total sample. To' mynay
collect information on 68 rural households the study team had to visit 22 different villages' pgoctin
due to low concentration of Parsis in rural areas. Apart from one village from Maharashtra, Christd
all other villages are from 3 districts of Gujarat: Surat (13), Navsari (5) and Dang (3). The Parsis
rural households are mainly from Gujarat (88.2%). Hence, the rural-urban specific analysis Rel
is not considered for each state separately. There are, in total, 763 members across these
sample households. The sample size constitutes 9.5%, 0.8% and 1.15% of the rural, urban
and the total Parsi population respectively in these two states. However, the effective
sample size is much larger as the universe for this study is only the economically weaker

sections among the Parsis who rely on financial and other help from Parsi Public Trusts/
Institutions.

The household survey was conducted using a pre-designed interview schedule covering
aspects related to their socio-economic background; levels and reasons of marginalisation,
level of dependency on aid; access to Government schemes and community Public Trusts;
access to education and employment; access to resources for sclf-employment; access to
amenities; other constraints they face and their aspirations from the Government and the
Parsi community. '

1.4 ORGANIZATION OF THE REPORT

This Report is organized in the following manner. The second Chapter presents the
socio-demographic profile of the households. The educational background of the
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households is given in the third Chapter. The economic profile of households is analysed in
the fourth Chapter. It outlines the income and poverty situation, assets and liabilities of the
households and also their access to various amenities. In the subsequent Chapter, the
Employment and Unemployment situation of the households are explored. Thé nature and
extent of households' reliance on financial and other assistance as well as various issues
related thereof are discussed in the sixth Chapter. The final Chapter presents the summary
of findings and outlines the recommendations.

Appendix I
Taeble AlLlL: Population, Degree of Urbanisation and Sex Ratio of Major SRCs and Parsis
Trusts/ Religion Population = Shares in Degree of Sex Ratio
receive Population (%) Urbanisation ]
mns also All India :
ts used Hindu 827578868 80.456 26 931
‘e taken Muslim 138188240 13.434 36 936
present Christian 24080016 . 2.341 34 . 1009
L across. Pargis 69601 0.007 96 1050
ilation/’ All Religion 1028610328 ~ 100.000 28 934
sample Maharashtra '
nalysis, Hindu 77859385 80.368 37 923
states.. Muslim 10270485 10.601 _ 70 889
erms of Christian 1058313 1.092 85 993
Parsis 54739 0.057 99 1063
seholds All Religion 96878627 100.000 42 922
ation of : ' Gujarat
iple. To. Hinda 45143074 89.091 35 918
villages  musiim 4592854 © 9.064 59 937
ashtra, chrigtian 284092 0561 43 988
3). The| poraig 11594 0.023 84 1002
nalysis; ap Religion 50671017 100.000 . 37 920
8 thesel s e T Census of India, 2001,01 & C1 Appendix Tables :
urban _ )
g‘;‘;‘;‘;‘r’ Table AL.2 : Decadal Growth Rate of Population in Indis and among parsis
Crusts/ Decade All India Parsis :
: 1951-1961 20.40 - -9.86 :
svering 1961-1971 24.80 -0.43 ' '
3 1971-1981 24.66 -21.52 (-5.75)
Belrony 1981-1991 23.86 6.63 (10.07)
Trusts; 1991-2001 21.34  -8.88 (-10.02)
cess to Note : Figurcs in parentheses are estimated growth rate;
nd the Source: Census of India, Various Years as cited in Unisa et al. (2008)
its the

of the

T T
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Table Al1.3 : Rate of Urbanization for the Four Notified Minority Communities
Total Rate of Urbanization :
Community 2 Total Male « Female
Christians 34 33.72 : 34.27
Sikhs 26.59 26.68 26.49 _
Buddhists 38.49 . 38.65 _ 38.31 Mah
Parsis 96.14 95.74 ; 96.51 ; Guje
Total (All Four) 32.00 : 31.84 32.17 : And:
All India 27.82 28.29 27.31 v
Source : Census of India, 2001 as cited in IHD, 2008. ; Kan
3 $ Mld
Table Al.4 : Share of Minorities by S8ocial Groups - 2004-0% : . Wes
Minority ST 8C OBC General Total ¢ JIha:
Christians 32.8 8.3 25.5 33.1 2.2 Dell
Sikh 4 0.8 31.1 21.8 46.4 e 1.9 g
Buddhists 7 89.5 . 0.4 3.1 0.7. ..§ W8
Parsis 2.4 . 3 97.6 0.01 i Daxn
All India 8.4 19.7 41.1 30.7 100 i Raj
Source : Calculated from Unit Level data, NSSO, 61% Round as cited in THD, 2008 ¢ : E Tan
Table Al1.S : Parei Populatlon-llidh, Maharashtra and Gr. Mumbai : 1891 to 2001 ‘f Gos
Year India : Maharashtra : Gr. Mumbai Gr. Mumbai (%) ! Dad
Number Decadal Number Decadal Number Decadal : Ha
- Change Change Change ! 'Ket
1981 89,490 _ P x5 5 5, 24 ;
1901 94,140 4,650 58,093 g 46,231 % 49.11 ; Pu
(5.20) : ! Ha
1911 100,096 5,956 63,860 5,767 50,931 4,700 50.88 3 on
{6.33) : {9.93) (10.17) . !
1921 101,778 1682 65,493 1633 52,234 1,303 51.32 ; Ch
(1.68) (2.56) {2.56) | Chi
1931 109,752 7.974 71,627 6,134 57,765 5,531 52.63
{7.83) (9.37) ~ (10.56) ; Poi
1941 114,890 5,138 70,139 -1,488 50,813 2,048 52.06 i Ma
(4.68) {-2.08) : (3.55) | =
1951 111,971 -3,099 79,606 9,467 68,660 8,847 61.42 :
(-2.70) (13.50) (14.79) 4 His
1961 100,772 -11,019 . 77,542 -2064 70,065 1,405 69.53 .
(-9.86) (-2.59) (2.05) L
1971 #91,378 -9,394 72,266 -5,276 64,669 -5,398 70.77
(-9.32) (-6.80) (-7.70) ; . b
1981  71,630* -19,748 56,866 -5,380 50,053 -14,614 . 69.88 . Pnm
(-21.61) (-21.28) (~22.60) Ha
1991 76,382 *4752 60,501 *3,635 53,794 3741 70.43
(6.63) {6.39) . (7.47) A
- #-12,041 Ri
14,996 {-16.66) ; © OBi
(-16.41) ,
2001 69,601 6,781 54,739 -5,762 46,557 7,237 66.89
(-8.88) (-9.52) (-13.45)

Note : #.*- Possible Aberrations in the Census Information; Figures in Parentheses represent percentage change.
Source : Census of India as cited in Desai (2004).

¢ls ms
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3 Teble A1.6 : Statewise Population, Degree of Urbanisation and Bex Retio of the
Parsi Community in India : 2001
— fitates Paral Population Sexm Urksan
€ : ‘ Ratla Population
(%)
Total Rural Urban Male Female
Maharashira 54739 502 54237 26539 28200 1063 9
* Gujerat 11594 1869 9725 5792 5802 1002 84
Andra Fradesh 702 1 701 336 a36 1089 100
T . Karpataka 683 101 582 338 345 1021 85
Madhya Pradesh 382 14 368 188 194 1032 96
| West Bengal 325 0 225 163 162 994 100
otal °  sharkhand 321 61 260 163 158 969 81
‘?:g - Delhi 202 5 197 101 - 101 1000 98
0.7 Uttar Pradesh 103 1 102 50 53 1060 . 99
0.01 \ Daman&Dln 99 10 ‘89 53 46 868 90
100 Rajesthan 86 0 86 41 45 1098 100
Tamil Nadu <70 0 " 70 33 37 1121 © 100
1 . Goe 69 19 50 35 34 a71 72
mbai (%) = Dadra & Nagar 60 53 -7 32 28 875 12
Havell
Kerala 31 7 24 - 19 12 632 77
11 ~ Punjab 25 14 S LR 7 389 - 44
Haryana 24 12 12 12 14 1400 - 50
.88 " Orissa 17 0 17 7 10 1429 100
.32 * Chandigarh 13 0 13 4 9 2250 - 100
(a4 ‘ Chbattisgarh 13 0 13 7 6 857 100
| Pondicherry 11 0 11 5 6 1200 100
.06 . Manipur 10 10 0 4 6 1500 0
42 . Assam 4 1 3 0 4 o 75
. Himachal 4 0 " 3 1 333 100
153 ¢ Pradesh > :
iy | sikkim = 4 0 3 1 333 0
. Uttaranchal 4 1 3 oie 2k 3 3000 SRS
.88 " ¢ Pradesh
43 | Nagaland B RETAL 0 31 1 500 0
. Andaman & 1 0 1 1 0 0 100 :
Nicobar Islands ; ; ;
- Bihar 1 0 1 0 1 ISR 100 ’
89 - Jammu & 1 1 0 % | 0 0 0
, Kashmir ) . 3
© change. ~ All India 69601 2689 66912 33949 35652 1050 96

© Source : Census of India, 2001, C1 Appendix Tables

3
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Table A1.7 : Births and Deaths among Patis of Greater Mumbai {
Year Births Deaths Difference ‘Year . Births Deaths Difference
1951 886 797 89 1980 655 1074 -419 ;
1952 1015 904 111 1981 650 997 -347
1953 974 961 13 1982 462 983 -521
1954 979 839 140 1983 486 1020 534
1955- 788 878 -90 1984 570 1092 -522
1956 817 902 -85 1985 601 966 -365 g
1957 807 1007 -200 1986 500 1027 -527
1958 797 956 -159 1987 580 - 974 -394 ° :
1959 790 935 -145 1988 620 1048 -428 § hous
1960 806 969 -163 1989 437 965 - -528 s disa
1961 870 971 -101 1950 . 220 . 961 -741 : popu
1962 1991 446 . 898 -452 { oriet
1963 ‘ 1992 418 1053 -635 § hous
1964 1993 447 1055 -608 $
1965 1994 412 998 -586 3
1966 : : 1995 367 - 936 -569 { cha
1967 1996 380 989 -609 < disa
1968 1997 321 903 -582 intt
1969 v 1998 207 1005 - -798 ‘2.1
1970 1999 171 936 -765 . ¢
1971 : 2000 171 932 761 ‘2.1,
1972 2001 194 886 -692 :
1973 : 2002 180 892 . 712 § muc
1974 643 979 -336 2003 111 882 771 § o
1975 576 1010 -434 2004 114 883 -769 o
1976 520 1018 -498 2005 117 801 -684  diffe
1977 636 1059 -423 2006 132 756 - -624 . the
1978 648 1047 -399 2007 ¥ [0 < 779 -656 . Mal
1979 646 1084, - 438 . - 2008 124 836 -712 U

(Average Figures)

Period Births Deaths Difference 1 acx.'c
1951-1955 928 876 53 : . chils
1956-1961 °© 815 957 -142
1974-1978 605 1023 -418
1979-1983 580 1032 -452 5
1984-1988 574 1021 -447 -
1989-1993 394 986 -593 L —
1994-1998 337 966 -629 Ru
1999-2003 165 906 -740 - Ud
2004-2008 122 811 -689 M
1974-2008 397 964 -567 Gu

Note : These Figures pertain to information provided to or collected by Parsiana. They do not represent the total To

number of births and deaths in the Zorostrain community in India and abroad.
Source : Figures up to 1997 - Census of India, 1961 and Parsiana as cited in Singh and Gowri, 2000: Various 2,1
Issues of Parsiana for the Subsequent Years,

SPEPER : e
20.
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-419
-347
-521
-534
-522
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-394
-428
-528
-741
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-635
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-765
~761
-692
-712
-771
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656
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Chapter - 2

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE

This Chapter presents the key socio-demographic indicators of the respondent

' households, which may have an important bearing on their poverty and vulnerability, it

discusses inter alia the household characteristics like age and sex composition of the
population, dependency ratio, issues related to fertility, and migration. The analysis here is
oriented towards understanding whether any specific socio-demographic features of these
households put them in a vulnerable position vis-a-vis others in the community.

The scheme of presentation of the Chapter is as follows. The basic household
characteristics are presented in the first section. The subsequent section analyses the

- disability prevalent in these households whereas the migration related issues are discussed

in the next section. The concluding remarks are presented in the final section,
2.1 HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

. 2.1.1 Sex Ratio

A Sex ratio of the Parsi community in India is 1050 according to Census 2001, which is
much higher than the national average (927). The present survey of Parsi poor households
' reveals that there are 1079 females per thousand males. However, the rural-urban
difference is conspicuous. The sex ratio is much lower in rural areas (940) in comparison to
- the urban areas (1143). State-wise comparison shows that, sex ratio of the households in

- Maharashtra (1125) is much higher in comparison to Gujarat {1028) {Table 2.1). The child
* sex ratio, which is calculated for the age group O to 5 in this sample, is very high (2000)
. across all locations except Maharashtra (1000). It is worthwhile to mention here that, the-
child population in the sample is very small; hence, these figures cannot be generalized.

Table 2.1 : Location-wise Distribution of Households, Members and
Sex Ratio (No. of Females per 1000 Males)
" (Percentage)

No. of HHs Males Females Persons " Sex-Ratio

Rural - 68 116 109 225 940
Urban 195 251 287 538 1143

Maharashtra 138 191 . 251 406 1125

Gujarat 125 176 181 357 1028
Total 263 367 396 763 1079

- 2.1.2 Household Size and Family Type

: The Parsi population is declining in absolute numbers and this is reflected in their
+ small family size. The average household size of the sample households is 2.90.:Around
+ 20.5% of the households have only one member (Table 2.2). In total, around 47% of the
- households have either one or two members. Household size is higher in rural areas (3.3) in

 comparison to urban areas (2.8) where there are more households with single member.

Though, the difference in household size between the two states is not very sharp, a lower
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rate (2.9) for Gujarat, despite having a majority of the rural sample, indicates that size o parent
the household in urban-Gujarat is particularly lower. As per a survey of Parsi househc:ld;;ﬂ‘uClem
conducted in Greater Mumbai (Singh and Gowri, 2000), the average household size wa;_avegagf
3.10 and the single-member households were around 15% of the total. Hence, from thf;ls lowe
family size point of view, the sample households are at a greater disadvantage. of t

An analysis of the type of family reveals that nuclear family system is prevalent 1¢3 131
more than 50% of the households surveyed. It can be noticed from Table 2.3 that if Ar
Maharashtra, around 50% of families and in Gujarat, 58% of families are nuclear. Thé (Table
proportion of nuclear families (65%) is higher in rural areas while the share of smglé only d
-member households and joint families are relatively higher in urban areas. Lack of propeq! widow!
housing facility could be one of the reasons why around 33% of the families in Maharashtrg compa

reside in either joint or extended family system as against only 20% in Gujarat. { would
Table 2.2 : Distribution of Households by Household Size (Percentage) 1 headec
No.of 1 2 3 4 5 & above Total Average | A
Members Size | .4 at
* Rural 13.2 23.5 22.1 17.6 23.5 . 100(68) 331 §iheTa
Urban 23.1 z7.2 20.0 16.4 13.3 100(195) 2.76 % group
Maharashtra 18.8 26.1 20.3 188 - 159 100(138) 294 ¢ s
Gurajat =~ 224 26.4 20.8 - 14.4 16.0 100(125) 286 2.6). £
“Total 20.5 26.2 20.5 16.7 16.0 100(263) 290§
Note: Figures in'Parentheses represent number of houscholds REL
- highe
Table 2.3 : Distribution of Households by Family Type {Percentage) - amonj
Single . Nuclear Joint Extended Total <
Rural 13.2 64.7 22.1 0 100(68) o Iyt
‘Urban 23.1 48.7 24.6 36 100(195)
Maharashtra 18.8 48.6 27.5 5.1 100(138)
Gurajat ' 22.4 57.6 20.0 | 100(125) | Up
Total 20.5 52.9 24.0 2.7 100(263) g} -
Note: Figures in Parentheses represent number of houscholds . C 41 &
Table 2.4 : Distribution of Households by Household Size and Family Type {Percentage) L
Household Single KRuclear Jolnt Extended Total Up t
size 21t
1 100 0 0 0 100(54) - ‘:; “
2 0 78.3 18.8 2.9 100(69) %
3 0 75.9 20.4 3.7 100(54) .
4 0 70.5 25.0 4.5 100(44) Upt
5 8 above 0 31.0 66.7 2.4 100(42) 21t
Total 20.5 52.9 24.0 2.7 100(263) i’; t
VAvg.HH Bize 1.0 3.0 4.2 3.3 29 Tot:
Note: Figures in Parentheses represent number of households Note:

A study of the relationship between Household Size and Family Type reveals that
nearly 22% of two member households are either joint or extended families presumably
consisting of members who are not currently married but related such as siblings or a
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's that size ¢ parent and an adult son/daughter (Table 2.4). A majority of 2 to 4 member households are

si household; nuclear while larger households are primarily joint families. Nuclear families have an

10ld size wa, average family size of only 3 members. The average family size of the extended families (3.3)

1ce, from thy is lower than that of the joint families (4.2). Hence, except for a quarter of families which
are of the joint type, the family size of all other types of families is generally very small.

prevalent iy 2.1.3 Marital Status

* 2.3 that ir Around 40% of the members of the sample households are not currently married
nuclear. Thy (Table 2.5). In urban areas and in Maharashtra this percentage is much higher, It is not
are of singlf only due to the unmarried status of these people, but also due to higher cases of
ack of prope; widowhood. Though a. higher percentage of females have reported as married {78%) in
Maharashtr: comparison to males (65%), however, around one-fifth of them are currently widows. As
would be discussed subsequently, this has implication for vulnerability of the female

headed households.
Average A comparative picture reveals that a higher percentage of males in the age group 31
— B .nd above are never married in comparison to their female counterparts. It is evident from

3.31 the Table A2.1 (in the Appendix) that a higher percentage of unmarried members in the age
3';6 group 31 and above are found in urban areas in comparison to rural areas.
2' 82 Information on age at marriage reveals that the mean age of marriage is 26 years(Table
2'9 0 2.6). About 62% of the concerned population has married between 20-29 years. More males
- than females have married after 30 years of age. In urban areas, the age at marriage is
higher (26.6) than in rural areas (24.7). There is not much difference in age at marriage
. - among respondents in Maharashtra and Gujarat.
e —
_-Total | Table 2.5 : Distribution of Members by Marital Statua (Percentage) ,
100(68) Never Married Currently Widowed Divorced or Total
100{195) ‘ _ Married Separated :
100(138) Male
100{125) = Upto 20 100.0 0.0 0.0 . 0.0 100(69)
100(263) 21 to 30 75.0 25.0 0.0 0.0 100)44)
——— 31ito 40 37.8 . 62.2 0.0 0.0 100(37)
41 & above 20.3 71.9 5.5 2.3 100(217)
Tatal 43.6 51.8 3.3 1.4 100(367)
entage) % Female . 5
Total Up to 20 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100(72)
. 21 to 30 349 65.1 0.0 0.0 100(43)
100(54) | B81to40 15.0 77.5 5.0 2.5 100{40)
100(69) @ 41 &above 14.5 59.8 2237 2. 100(241)
Total 32.3 51.3 149 1.5 100(396)
100(54) Total
100(44) Up to 20 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100{141)
100(42)  21t030 . 55.2 44.8 0.0 0.0 100(87)
00{263) . S3lto40 26.0 70.1 2.6 1.3 100(77)
2.9 . 41 & above 17.2 65.5 15.1 522 100(458)
- Total i 4 4 51.5 9.3 1.4 100(763)
Note: Figures in Parentheses represent number of members
2veals that
iresumably

slings or ¢
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Table 2.6 : Distribution of Married Members by Age at Marriage (Percentage) 2.1.5

Years 10-19 20-24 25-29 30.34 3532 40+ NR Total  Mean. ,

: Age :

Male 24 188 348 261 92 68 1.9 100(207)  20.0 FSPeC

Female 153 ‘444 246 - 7.8 4.5 1.1 22 100{268) 235 BECIN
Rural 133 364 273 168 4.9 1.4 0.7 100{147) 24.7 M

Urban 81 319 298 154 7.2 51 2.7 100(332)  26.6 Per ¢t

Maharashtra 8.37 = 32.22 2929 1632 837 337 1.67  100(231) 26.6 evider

Gurajat 11.02 3432 2881 1525 508 550 0.0 100(236) 25.5 Potht

Total 9.7 .::33:3:. '29.1 .. 15:8 65 . 3.5 2.1 100(475) _ 26.0 these

Note: Figures in Parentheses represent number of members : ey

areas,
2.1.4 Fertility :

The estimates of average children ever-born and surviving by age of women are Y
presented in Table 2.7. It shows that, on an average, a Parsi woman covered in the survey ——
had given birth to 1.86 children on completion of reproductive life. Further, among the Male
children ever-born, a very large proportion survived. In fact, infant mortality has not been :;{ Fem:
major issue with the commuility. However, the issue of small family size is reiterated ir

communities in India, where poorer families have a greater number of children.

: Gura
Table 2.7 : Age- group wise ever married women- children surviving/born alive | Total
__Age Group Eve-born Surviving Ratio ‘Note : F
20-24 1.67 L.67 1.00
25-29 ' 2,00 2.00 , 1.00 R
30-34 1.80 1.80 1.00 ‘house
- 3B- i . 1; ]
4032 3,22 : a0 o.gg ipopul
458.49 1.86 1.86 1.00 ‘popul
Total 1.93 1.92 0.99 ‘old de
Table 2.8 : Distribution of Ever Married Women by No. of Surviving Children (Percentage) 0ld de
None 1 2 3 4 & above Total - . the to
21-30 412 5.9 204 23.5 0.0 100(17) three
31-40 20.0 40.0 30.0 10.0 0.0 100(10) -  highe:
41 & above 14.6 20.8 29.2 16.7 18.8 100(48) " strikir
Total * 21.3 20.0 29.3 17.3 12.0 100(75)  “iatio
Urban consic
21-30 36.4 45.5 9.1 9.1 0.0 100(11)
31-40 16.7 41.7 20.8 20.8 20.8 " 100(24) the de
41 & above 23.4 25.3 24,2 10.1 7.0 100158y  highe:
Total 23.3 28.5 31.1 11.4 5.7 100{193)
Tatsl :
21-30 39.3 21.4 21.4 17.9 0.0 100(28)
31-40 17.6 41.2 23.5 17.6 0.0 100(34)
41 & above 21.4 243 33.0 11.7 9.7 100(206)
©Gr.Totsl 22.8 26.1 30.6 13.1 7.5 100(268)

Note: Figures in Parentheses represent number of ever married women
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rtage) 2.1.5 Age Composition and Dependency Ratio
otal Mean Age composition is an important component of the socio- demographm profile

Wespeciaﬂy, for & community like the Parsis which has a skewed age-pyramid with rapidly
268) 2 3:8 ageing population. As per Census 2001, the share of the Parsis above 65 is 24.1%. For
(147) 4.7 Maharashtra and Gujarat, it was 28% and 20% respectively for the whole community as
(332) 26.6 PeT Census 2001 (Desai, 2004). Sample households have relatively more aged population as
(231) ng. e evident from the age statistics. There are more members in the 65 or more age group in
1236) 955 Dboth the states (32% and 22% respectively) (Table 2.9). The difference in this share across
1475) 26.0 these two states is quite apparent. Not much gender differential is observed in the age
composition. However, the gap between rural and urban dwellers is quite xhuge. In urban
-areas, the proportion of aged population is twice as much as in rural areas.
Table 2.9 : Distribution of Households by Age- Composition (Percentage)

of women art  years 0-14 1529 3049 50-589 6064 6569 70+ Total

1 in the survey ~
er, among the Male 9.8 19.3 23.7 14.2 6.0  10.1 16.9 100(367)

has not been'; Female 11.6 16.7 .. 22.2. 124, .96 7.6 19.9 100(396)

is reiterated it g o 16.9 93.1' 262 12.4 4.9 7.1 9.3 100(225)

1ave either ng
:n. Hence, th¢ Urban 8.2 158 216 13.6 9.1 95 243 100(538)

, unlike othel Maharashtra 10.1 160 217 12.3 7.9 11.1 20.9 100(406)
: " Gurajat 115 202 244 143 7.8 6.2 15.7 100(357)

7

2 alive ¢ Total 10.7 18.0 229 13.2 | 7.9 8.8 18.5 100(763)

—%"———-{Notz : Figures in Parentheses represent number of members

1.00 ¥ Figure 2.1 presents the young, old and total dependency ratio of the sample

i-gg éhouseholds across various locations. Young dependency ratio refers to the percentage of

0.08 ‘population below 15 years while Old dependency ratio refers to the percentage of

1.00 'populauon in 65 or higher age group. Total dependency ratio ‘aggregates both young and

0.99 -old dependency ratios. The total dependency ratio of the concerned households is 38%. Tue
Percentage) old dependency ratio, being much higher than the young dependency ratio, has pushed up
—;.t_ai—tthe total dependency ratio. It is worthwhile to mention here that old dependency ratio is
100(17) ‘three times that of the young dependency ratio. The gap between young and old ratios is x
100(10) . ‘hlghest in case of urban areas where for a single child there are four old (65+} persons. A ‘

100(48) vstnkmgly different scenario can be observed in rural areas, where the young dependency

100(735) ratlo is higher than that of the 6ld. If the upper bound of the working age group is
100(11) 'consndered to be 60, then dependency ratio becomes as high as 46%, Figure A2.1 presents
100(24) ‘the details on this. It also presents the gender specific dependency figures. It shows that ;
100(158) 'hlgher proportion of females belong to the dependent group in comparison to males. : [
100(193) & : i
100(28) - =
10034)
100{206) =

100(268)
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2.1.6 Female Headed Households

Around one-third of the households are headed by females (Table 2.10). Suc
households are more in Maharashtra (40%) and comparatively less in rural areas [17%%
Instead of being a matter of choice, female headship may be a compulsion for a communif
with many single or double member households with only spinsters or widows. It indicatg
poverty and destitution of the female headed households which comels them to live o
financial and other assistance. A few facts make this apparent. Around 90% of the femal
heads are above 60 years. Around 80% of them are not currently married. More than 244
of them have some form of disability. Only 10% of them are employed. Again, around 45¢
of them belong to single member households and about the same percentage have n
earning member and, hence, no regular income. Most of them are staying in rents
premises. This brings out the vulnerability of the group distinctly. :

Table 2.10 : Distribution of Households by Head of the Household - :
(Percentagi Tab

Male Femals Total Rz shqws t]

Rural 83.8 _ 16.2 100{68) - Gujarat
Urban 61.5 38.5 100{195) ‘migratic
Maharashtra 60.1 39.9 '100(138) ‘respond
Gurajat 75.2 24.8 _ 100(125) ‘work an:
Total 67.3 32.7 100(236) . Infc
Note: Figures in Parentheses represent number of houscholds ‘ hOUSeh.C
2.2 DISABILITY to a di

Disability has been another problem encountered frequently in these households. Arourny :::: eps er;
12% of the members of these households suffer from some form of disability. A majority ¢ migratec
such cases are developmental problems (87%) while the rest are congenital. Ii shifted 1
Maharashtra, about 20% have reported cases of disability while in Gujarat, only 3% ¢ e e,
these households have reported about such cases. An analysis of the kind of disabilit
reveals that 45% of the members suffer from multiple problems, followed by 35% reportin, .
disability in movement (Table 2.11). Higher incidence of disability have been found amon _ . .
those beyond 60 years of age implying that many of these multiple developmental problem:
could be age related (see Table A2.3).







