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PREFACE

I have the pleasure of presenting the findings of the study pertaining to
the Socio- Economic, Educational, Cultural, Traditional and
Occupational Status of the Sikligar, Lobana, Vanjara and Dakhni Sikh
Community of India. This Study was conducted under the auspices of
the National Commission for Minorities (NCM), Government of India.

During my tour to Nizamabad in Andhra Pradesh, Kukatpalli (a small
town Distt. Rangareddy), three / four Camps in Aurangabad, Khandwa
(Madhya Pradesh), Nahan in Himachal Pradesh etc, I have got an
opportunity to have an interaction with these Sikh tribes. I was keen 0
know more about them and their roots to the Sikhism.

These Sub groups of Sikh Community originated from 1595 AD during
the times of the 6% Sikh Guru, Shri Guru Hargobind Ji who engaged
them  for manufacturing weapons like Swords / Spears / Shields etc.
The 10t Sikh Gury, Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji utilized their services for
the supply of weapons and later on they also became part of his army.

After Independence of India, these Sub groups remained somehow
neglected and have been living in very miserable conditions. They,.
being the poorest of the poor, require attention of the Central
Government. Majority of them earn less than Rs.3000/- per month to
support a family of five to six Members. The Report of Justice Sachar
Committee mentioned that less than 5% Children of Muslim Community
see the doors of Primary Schools and are also deprived of nutritious food
such as milk, fruits etc. which they could only dream of. The condition
of the above mentioned sub groups of Sikh Community is equally worse.
Most of them are living is sub-human conditions.

I was deeply moved by the sad plight of these Sikhs and brought these
facts to the kind notice of Shri Mohd. Shafi Qureshi, Hon'ble
Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities who after some
deliberations was kind enough to approve and sanction a detailed Study
on these subgroups of Sikh Community. I am equally grateful to my
colleague / fellow members for this support.




D

The Research Team visited 14 States in India namely Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Delhi,
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh and the Union Territory of Chandigarh to collect data on Social,
Economic, Educational, Cultural, Traditional and Occupational Status of

Sikligar, Vanjaras, Lobanas and Dakhini Sikhs.

This Study has revealed that living conditions of these sub groups are
miserable. Their estimated population is about 2 millions. For centuries,
they are living as gypsies roaming in various parts of India. The
younger generation is unhappy since they feel neglected by rich,
religious and political leaders of the Country. Illiteracy rate amongst
them is ‘very high. They donotowna cultural land and cattle both in
urban and rural areas. They are economically very poor and living below
the poverty line in jhuggies and huts which lack the basic amenities like
drinking water, toilets, sanitation, electricity, schools and health care.
They believe in manual labour. Birth of a girl child is not considered a
burden. Marriages are VeTy simple without any exchange of dowry.
Poverty is their crushing problem. In fact they have all pristine Sikh

virtues.

Keeping all these facts in mind it is strongly recommended that these sub
groups of Sikh community should be provided all the basic facilities
which are available to the minority communities in India. This would be
a great effort towards achieving the objectives of balanced economic
growth of the country as envisaged in the XIth Plan.

I am specially thankful to the Hon’ble Chairperson of NCM under whose
guidance and support it has been possible to complete this study on
fime. I am equally thankful to my fellow members/colleagues in NCM
who have helped in providing required data as well as guidance.

(Harcharan Singh Josh)
Member - National Commission for Minorities
Government of India

Date : 30 January 2009
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INTRODUCTION

The Sikhs are one of the five religious commumities which have been notified as
Minority Communities under Section 2 (c) of the National Commission for Minorities
Act, 1992. The religion was founded on the teachings of Guru Nanak and the nine
successive Sikh Gurus in the fifieenth century. It is one of the fifth largest organized
religions of the world.

Sikhism is @ mqnotheisﬁc religion which advocates the non-anthropomorphic concept
of God. The adherents of Sikhism are called Sikhs and it is estimated that their

number is over 23 million across the world.

The Sikhs are one of the five notified minorities residing in India and are estimated to
constifute 1.9% share of the entire population (Census of India; 2001). The
composition of the Sikh population is segregated under three category heads namely-
General population (46.4%), Scheduled Castes (31.1%), and OBC’s (21.8%). The
percentage of Scheduled Tribes among the Sikhs is insignificant (0.8%). Among all

" the potified minorities of the country, Sikhs are the only ones Who continue to be

predominantly rural, engaged in agricultural pursuité.

The Sikligars, Vanjaaras, Lobanas and Dakhini Sikhs are sub-groups of the Sikh
commumity. They are scattered in small pockets across the country, residing mainly on
the outskirts of cities, settlements and colonies, along with a few located in the
interiors of remote regions as well. In all probability they have not been recognized as
the Sikh communities as they live in small shanties, speak and dress up as the regional
locals and further, there is no recorded data either in Census; 2001 or in any National

~ Sample Surveys done SO far that throws light on the socio-sconomic conditions of

these communities per se.




A Study was earlier conducted by the National Commission of Minorities 10 assess the
Social, Economic, Cultural and Educational aspects of four notified minorities namely
the Christians, Parsis, Buddhists and Sikhs. This study concluded and declared the
Sikhs as one of the richest communities of the couniry. This study has however
ignored the plight and pitiable conditions of the Sikligars, Vanjaaras, Lobanas and

Dakhini Sikhs that are sub-groups of the Sikh community-

The State Governments of Kamataka, Andhra Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh upon
persistent efforts of the National Commission for Minorities have re-notified the Sikh
Community as Minority Community in the respective States (See Appendix-1I). The
Commission is now persuading the other State also to potify the Sikh Community as 3
Minority Community on the basis of Act 1992 passed by the Parliament for Minorities
in which five Communities have been notified namely MusHhms, Qikhs, Christians,
Parsis and Buddhists.

The origin of the term *Sikh’ finds its roots in the Sanskrit language wherein ‘Sisya’
means student or disciple and ¢Siksa’ means instruction Or teachings. The followers of
the religion consider the Holy Scripture the Gura Granth Sahib to be most sacred as it
is a combined collection of the instructions of Guru Nanak and the successive Sikh
gurus along with the teachings of mamy szints and sages belonging to different
religions. The Guru Granth Sahib was decreed to be “The Guru’ by the tenth and the
last Sikh Guru, Gobind Singh in October, 1708. |

The history of Sikhs is closely associated with the history and culture of the country,
particularly with that of Punjab. The Sikh tribes namely the Lobanas, Vanjaaras,
Sikligars and Dakhini Sikhs have had a history of supreme sacrifices and of self-less
contribution towards the Sikh religion and causes of humanity.
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